American History I: Final Exam Review ( Unit 2
Base your answer to question 1 on the quote below and on your knowledge of social studies.

1. Which document is characterized by these statements?

a. Bill of Rights


c. Articles of Confederation
b. Federalist Papers

d. United States Constitution
2. Delegates to the Constitutional Convention in  1787 wrote a new constitution because

a. The Revolutionary War was over

b. The Articles of Confederation were about to expire

c. They wanted to increase the power of the states

d. They believed a stronger central government was necessary

3. Which rebellion resulted from the displeasure in the loss of property based on debt owed from the revolution?

a. Shays’ Rebellion

c. Revolution of 1800
b. Whiskey Rebellion

d. Baker’s Rebellion


4. Which of the following is an example of a STRICT interpretation of the Constitution:

a. Creating a national bank with the “necessary and proper” clause

b. Electing the president through the electoral college

c. Declaring segregation legal because it’s “separate but equal”

d. Declaring war on France because “we don’t like them”
5. What compromise was reached over how to elect the president?

a. Citizens directly elect the president
c. The electoral college elects the president
b. The senate elects the president

d. The Supreme Court elects the president
6. At the Constitutional Convention, the Great Compromise settled the dispute over

a. Representation in Congress    
c. The presidential veto power
b. The issue of slavery

   
d. Judicial review
7. Delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 agreed to the Three-Fifths Compromise as a way to

a. Limit the power of the president
c. Settle differences over representation in Congress
b. Provide legal rights for women
d. Establish term lengths for senators
8. By which process can the United States Constitution be changed?

a. Veto



c. Resolution

b. Amendment


d. Legislative hearing

Base your answer to question 9 on the quote below and on your knowledge of social studies.

9. In this debate between Speaker A and B, Speaker A would most likely agree that the leaders of the nation should

a. Establish a monarchy


c. Increase the power of the federal government
b. Add a bill of rights to the Constitution
d. Limit the right to vote to property owners
10. What is the system that prevents one branch of government from being too powerful?
a. Checks and Balances

c. Federalism

b. Amendment Process

d. Tax System

11. What is the purpose of the Preamble of the U.S. Constitution?

a. Describe the rights of citizens
           c. Establish a military to protect the nation

b. Describe the goals of the Constitution    d. Determine who can be a citizen of the United 
    States

12. Which of the following is NOT listed under the first amendment?

a. Freedom of Speech

c. Right to a fair and speedy trial
b. Freedom of Religion

d. Right to peaceful assembly
Base your answer to questions 13 & 14 the quotes below and on your knowledge of social studies.

13. Which presidential power is referred to by Speaker B?

a. Veto


c. Judicial review
b. Override

d. Impeachment
14. Which congressional power is referred to by Speaker C?

a. Veto


c. Judicial review

b. Override

d. Impeachment

15. Which Constitutional amendment allowed women the right to vote?

a. 10th Amendment
c. 19th Amendment
b. 13th Amendment
d. 22nd Amendment
16. How can the constitution be changed?

a. Amendment


c. Separation of Powers

b. Impeachment

d. Checks and Balances
17. Which of the following is NOT a right guaranteed by the Bill of Rights
a. No cruel and unusual punishment

b. Freedom of Speech

c. The guarantee to own property

d. Right to a fair and speedy trial
18. What is the power to remove a government official from office?

a. Veto


c. Impeachment
b. Federalism

d. Amendment process
19. Thomas Jefferson objected to the US Constitution because he felt that:

a. It gave too much power to the people

b. It was too wordy

c. It was too removed from the people

d. The national government was not strong enough

20. Which of the following political leaders DID NOT help to write the Federalist Papers?

a. John Jay


c. Thomas Jefferson
b. Alexander Hamilton

d. James Madison
21. The Constitutional Convention met in what city?

a. Paris, France


c. New York City, New York

b. Washington D.C.

d. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
22. A citizen’s right to maintain all of their natural rights and freedoms during a legal proceeding is known as:

a. Right to Bear Arms

c. Due Process of Law
b. Prohibition


d. Habeas Corpus
23. How many electoral votes does a candidate need to become president?

a. 350


c. 270
b. 200


d. 370
24. On what date was the US Constitution officially signed and approved?

a. July 4, 1776

c. August 31, 1780

b. February 13, 1890
d. September 17, 1787
25. Which of the following is not a requirement to become a senator?

a. Citizen for at least 9 years
   c. Resident of state elected for
b. 30 years old


   d. Born in the United States
26. How many total representatives are there in the House of Representatives?

a. 100


c. 435
b. 250


d. 545
27. Supreme Court decisions based on the First Amendment usually involve the

a. Rights of individuals
         c. Collection of taxes on income

b. Control of big business        d. Corruption in government
28. In the United States, the use of implied powers, the amending process, and Supreme Court interpretations have resulted in
a. A general loss of individual rights

b. A strengthening of the principle of separation of powers

c. The Constitution being adapted to fit changing times

d. The limiting of Presidential power in domestic affairs

29. Which argument did the authors of the Constitution use when they insisted that all revenue bills originate in the House of Representatives?

a. Frequent elections, occurring every two years, would make members of the House more responsive to the wishes of the voters.

b. Members of the House would have a superior understanding of economics to those in the Senate.

c. The national is determined solely by the House of Representatives, so they should have control over all revenue.

d. Political parties would have less influence on Members of the House than on Senators.

30. “The most stringent protection of free speech would not protect a man in falsely shouting fire in a theater and causing a panic.” – Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes

Which interpretation of the Bill of Rights does this statement illustrate?

a. The needs of the government are more important than civil liberties

b. Constitutional protections of liberty are not absolute

c. The Supreme Court can eliminate freedoms listed in the Bill of Rights

d. The Bill of Rights does not safeguard individual liberties

Congress could not levy or collect taxes


Congress could not regulate interstate or foreign trade


There was no national court system to settle disputes


The thirteen separate states lacked national unity





Debate over Ratification of the United States Constitution





Speaker A: “Our liberty depends on guaranteed individual rights. Citizens with these rights will be able to make decisions for the good of the whole nation.”





Speaker B: “I admire your optimism; however, only a well-educated group of elected officials should be trusted to make decisions for the good of all.”





Speaker A: “We must not allow the rule of a few privileged officials to overpower the will of the average citizens.”





Speaker B: “A strong central government, composed of elected officials, will be acting in the best interest of all citizens.”





Speaker A: “I fear you are ignoring the needs of the people. There must be a guarantee that the freedoms of citizens will not be trampled over by a strong national government.”





Speaker A: “The president does not like the law Congress is voting on. He does not think it is the right thing for government to do.





Speaker B: “If the president really wants to stop the law, he has the power to do so.”





Speaker C: “Even if the president does stop the law, Congress can still have its way if two-thirds of the members are willing to vote for it.”





Speaker D: “Congress may get its way, but the president is confident that when the law is heard by the Supreme Court, it will be declared unconstitutional.”
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