AMERICAN CHANGES UNDER ANDREW JACKSON…

CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION OR ALARM?

Decide whether or not Jacksonian Democracy was a positive or negative experience for America.  In stations around the classroom, you will circulate and learn about some of the major contributions Andrew Jackson made to the U.S. political system.  After you read you are to complete the flowchart given for that station.  When you have finished your chart, decide on this page if the station was a positives or negatives event during Jackson’s administration.  

EVENT




Is this a positive or negative event?  Why do you think so?

Voter Equality 


The Spoils System


Party Conventions


The Tariff Debate

The Nullification Crisis

Indian Removal Act


War against the Bank

Voter Equality

The term ‘equality’ means that everyone involved has the same opportunities as everyone else.  However, voter equality has meant different things throughout U.S. history.  Currently, the term voter equality means that any American citizen over 18 and registered to vote has the right to.


In the first elections ever held, voter equality meant that any land owning, white male could vote in U.S. elections.  Later the 3/5 Compromise was passed and this gave slaves some representation in the general population.  Finally, when Democratic Republican, Andrew Jackson came to power in 1824, he decided that voter equality meant that any white male could cast his vote in a U.S. election, not just those that owned land.  This increased the number of eligible voters and allowed for greater representation of political candidates throughout the nation.  Jackson did not however, include women, nor did he loosen restrictions on the 3/5 Compromise for slaves.
The Spoils System

When Andrew Jackson came to power, official government jobs were held by trained and educated public officials.  The task of these officials was to research and execute programs based on the country’s needs.  Jackson did not feel that these positions needed to go to the people that trained for them, but rather they should be held by ordinary American citizens.  This way, the decisions guiding America were being made by the same folks that would have to abide by them.


One of the first things Andrew Jackson did when he took office was to fire all public officials from their jobs and replace them with people that supported his Democratic-Republican campaign.  If you were a citizen in 1824, would you feel comfortable with this decision or would you rather heave the people that studied these jobs be the ones to hold them?

Party Conventions
Andrew Jackson decided that up until he took office, presidential elections were a little too hectic.  To fix this problem, he introduced something called National Party Conventions.  The 1st Convention was held in 1832 in Baltimore, Maryland.  A national party convention occurs when delegates (people selected to go to the convention) gather to nominate the party candidate that will run for the Presidency.  After the nomination is finalized, the chosen candidate becomes the only nominee to represent the political Party.  Up until this point, multiple candidates could run for the same party.  Before the introduction of party conventions, voters did have more options when going to vote.  However, it also made it more confusing when selecting a leader.

The Tariff Debate
Americans from different parts of the country disagreed strongly on some issues.  One such issue was the tariff, a fee paid by merchants who imported goods.  In 1828 Congress passed a very high tariff on goods from Europe.  Manufacturers from the U.S. – mostly in the Northeast – welcomed the tariff.  The tariff made European goods more expensive.  Most Americans would by the American-made goods because they were cheaper.

Southerners hated the tariff.  They called it the Tariff of Abominations – something terrible.  The South bought a lot of British goods.  With the tariff, it made British items more expensive for them.  Some southerners argued that their state could nullify or cancel this federal law because it was unconstitutional.  Some other southerners said the southern states should secede or break away from the U.S. and form their own government.  


Vice President Calhoun said that if states disagreed with the federal government then they had the right to become independent of the federal government.  In his view the states had created the federal government, so they should have the last word on decision affecting them.  Calhoun’s argument was called states’ rights – that the states have many rights and powers that are independent of the federal government.  Many Northerners disagreed with Calhoun.


Jackson disagreed with Calhoun and stated, “Our Federal Union must be preserved [kept together]!”  With this claim, Jackson decided to hold the south accountable (responsible) for any and all Federal laws.
The Nullification Crisis

Southern anger over the tariff continued to build.  The union seemed on the verge of splitting apart.  In 1832 Congress passed a new, lower tariff, hoping that the protest in the South would die down.  It did not.  South Carolina had led the fight against the ‘Tariff of Abominations.’  Now South Carolina took the battle one step further.  The state passed the Nullification Act, declaring that it would not pay the ‘illegal’ tariffs of 1828 and 1832.  The South Carolina state government threatened to secede – pull away - from the Union if the federal government tried to interfere with their actions.


“The Nullifiers of the South have run mad,” Jackson said.  “It leads directly to civil war and bloodshed.”  To ease this crisis, Jackson supported a compromise bill that would greatly lower the tariff.  At the same time, Jackson and Congress passed the Force Bill, which allowed the president to use the US military to enforce acts of Congress.  The message was clear:  If South Carolina did not give in, it would face the army.  
Moving Native Americans


Because the area west of the Mississippi River was dry and poor for farming, few white Americans lived there.  Many wanted the federal government to relocate the Native Americans living in the Southeast, to force them to leave their land and move west of the Mississippi River.  Jackson supported the settlers’ demands for Native American land.  


Congress responded by passing the Indian Removal Act in 1830.  This act allowed the federal government to pay Native Americans to move west.  Jackson then sent federal officials to make treaties with the Native Americans of the Southeast.  Most accepted payment for their lands and agreed to move.  In 1834, Congress created the Indian Territory, an area in Oklahoma for the Native Americans.  


Many groups of Native Americans refused to give up its land.  The Cherokee, for example, had established their own nation – free from the federal government’s control in the 1790’s.   Georgia, however, refused to recognize the Cherokee laws.  The Cherokee sued the state government and took their case to the Supreme Court in 1832.  Chief Justice John Marshall ruled that Georgia had not right to interfere with the Cherokee.  He said that the Cherokee were protected.  Jackson supported the state of Georgia and vowed to ignore the Supreme Court’s ruling.

In 1835, many Cherokee wrote a protest letter to the government.  The Cherokee plea for understanding did not soften Jackson.  In 1838, an army of 7,000 federal troops removed the Cherokee from their homes and led them west.  The Cherokee knew that fighting would only lead to their destruction so many made the journey west.  This event became known as the Trail of Tears.

Jackson and the Bank


Jackson had another great battle during his presidency.  For years, he had attacked the Bank of the U.S. as being an organization of wealthy Easterners over which ordinary citizens had no control.  The Bank of the U.S. was a powerful institution.  It held the government’s money and controlled much of the country’s money supply.  Although the Bank had been chartered by Congress, it was run by private bankers rather than elected officials.

When the bill to renew the Bank’s charter came to Jackson for signature, he was sick in bed.  Jackson told his friend that “the bank, is trying to kill me.  But I will kill it!”  Jackson vetoed, or rejected, the bill.  

The age of Jackson flowchart
Directions:  Draw a picture showing the main idea of each station. Some stations require pictures for more than just the main idea.  At the end of your flowchart, you will be asked to decide if you support or oppose Jackson as a president.








Decide:  You’re either for him or against him…
DIRECTIONS:  Now that you have read about and analyzed the components of the Jackson era, your task is to decide if you are either a supporter or protester of Jacksonian Democracy.  Create a campaign poster or protest sign that answers the following questions:
Supporter

1. How will his policies help the economy?

2. How will his policies promote democracy and equality?

3. How will his policies help America become a stronger nation?

4. Graphics that symbolize the benefits of Jackson’s administration

5. A campaign slogan
Protester

1. How will his policies hurt the economy?

2. How will his policies discourage democracy?

3. How will his policies weaken the new nation?

4. Graphics that symbolize the ineffectiveness (negatives) of Jackson’s administration

5. A slogan

This is a persuasive task.  You will be displaying your poster and presenting your thoughts to your classmates in an attempt to convince them to either support Jacksonian Democracy or reject it.  Good luck!
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