French and Indian War Summary

	This is the story of the French and Indian War.
	Here is where you process the information.

	1. In the 1750s, both France and England wanted the same land in North America. The French had explored areas around the Great Lakes and the Ohio River Valley. French fur trappers had established trading posts in these areas. England claimed ownership of the same areas, and the colonists settled there.


	1. Draw a picture here to represent the information

	2. Native Americans had lived there long before either the French or the British. The French trappers and traders were friendly with many of the Native American tribes of the region. As British settlers moved west from the East coast, Native Americans lost much of the land they had used for centuries for living and hunting. The British signed treaties with the Native American tribes to purchase the land. The tribes didn’t have the same ideas as the British about ownership and often didn’t realize the rights they were giving up. Many of the tribes were angry and willing to use force to regain the right to use the land they had always used.


	2. In this box, write a few lines of a conversation you think could have taken place between an English person and a Native American after a treaty was signed.

	3. As France and Britain prepared for war in the New World, some Native American tribes sided with Britain and others sided with France. Both sides began to build forts in the Ohio River Valley to protect their rights to the land. In 1754, the French built Fort Duquesne where the city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania is today. The fort was built in a spot thought to be key in controlling the Ohio River Valley. Both sides wanted the fort.


	3. Draw a picture or describe in words the difference between the English and French use of land.

	The Story Continues…
	More processing!

	4. The British sent a young surveyor named George Washington to the fort to persuade the French to leave. The French refused. Washington and his men attacked a group of French scouts, killing 10 men. Washington’s group of men built Fort Necessity not far from Fort Duquesne. The French captured Fort Necessity but Washington and his men surrendered and then escaped.


	4. List 3 things you know about George Washington’s “future.”

	5. Washington then went to fight alongside Britain’s General Edward Braddock.  Braddock’s goal was to banish the French from the Ohio River Valley, beginning with Fort Duquesne. However, the French hid soldiers and their Native American allies in the woods alongside the rows of British soldiers marching on the fort. They shot at the British, who panicked and ran. General Braddock was killed, as were more than half his soldiers. This new style of fighting, called guerilla warfare, caught the British off-guard as they were not trained for fighting in the woods against a hidden enemy. This battle is considered by many to be the first real battle of the French and Indian War. 


	5. Draw a picture to show the difference between guerilla warfare and traditional warfare.

	6. In 1756, Britain declared war on France. Britain sent more troops to the colonies, as did France. At first it seemed France would win the war, but the British attacked the critical points of Fort Niagara, Lake Champlain, and Quebec. The French were cut off from the Ohio River Valley, the Mississippi River, and the port at New Orleans. The French depended on supplies coming out of these areas. Without supplies, the French could not survive in the New World.

	6. In your words, explain why the French were in trouble.

	7. Britain won the war. The Treaty of Paris, signed in 1763, cut off all French claims to North America. Colonists were pleased to be part of Britain. Many had fought alongside British troops in the French and Indian War against a common enemy. The colonists were grateful Britain fought for their rights to move west. However, their gratitude did not last long. Just a decade later, gratitude and friendship turned to distrust and revolution.

	7. Draw or write 3 things you know about events leading up to the Revolution


