MISSOURI COMPROMISE, COMPROMISE OF 1850, AND KANSAS-NEBRASKA ACT

If you had been a member of Congress between 1820 and 1854, you and your fellow senators and representatives would have faced three major problems concerning slavery.  Each problem centered on the question of whether or not slavery should be allowed in the territories, those lands which had not yet been divided into states.  In 1820, the issue was whether slavery should be permitted in the Louisiana Territory; in 1850, in the Mexican Cession; and in 1854, in the northern part of the Louisiana Territory.  Southern Congressmen favored extending slavery into the territories, while Northern Congressmen opposed it.
Assume you are a Congressman who favors neither the North nor South.  You have decided to help the two sides work out their differences, thereby keeping the Union together and avoiding war.  Begin with the Missouri Compromise below.  Read the paragraph which describes the problem between the two sections in 1820.  Review the opinions of Northern and Southern Congressmen on what they think should be done.  Then, write a compromise which you believe best solves the problem.  Your compromise should be fair to both sides.  It should give the North and South some, but not all, of what each wants.
After writing your Missouri Compromise, read about the problems which faced Congress in 1850 and 1854.  Then, write your own version of the Compromise of 1850 and the Kansas-Nebraska Act.

Missouri Compromise (1820)
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f you had been a member of Congress between 1820 and 1854, you and your fellow
senators and representatives would have faced three major problems concerning slavery.
Each problem centered on the question of whether or not slavery should be allowed in the
territories, those lands which had not yet been divided into states. In 1820, the issue was
whether slavery should be permitted in the Louisiana Territory; in 1850, in the Mexican
Cession; and in 1854, in the northern part of the Louisiana Territory. Southern Congressmen
favored extending slavery into the territories, while Northern Congressmen opposed it

‘Assume you are a Congressman who favors neither the North nor South. You have decided
to help the two sides work out their differences, thereby keeping the Union together and
‘avoiding war. Begin with the Missouri Compromise below. Read the paragraph which
describes the problem between the two sections in 1820. Review the opinions of Northern
and Southern Congressmen on what they think should be done. Then, write 2 compromise
which you believe best solves the problem. Your compromise should be fai to both sides. It
should give the North and South some, but not a, of what each wants.

‘After writing your Missouri Compromise, read about the problems which faced Congress in
1850 and 1854. Then, write your own version of the Compromise of 1850 and the Kansas-
Nebraska Act.

Missouri Compromise (1820)
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he queston of whether o not Slavery should be allowsd I the terories, 105 ands which had notyet =
een dvided nt siate. In 1820, th fssue was whether siavery should be permited n the Louisiana.
Terrtory; in 1850, in the Mexican ession; and in 1854, i the northen part of the Louisiana Terrory.

“Assume you are a Congressman whofavors nefther he North or South. You have decided 1o help.
the two sdes work out heir difeences, hereby keeging te Union together and avoiding war. Begin
withthe Missouri Compromise below. Read the paragraph which describes the problem between the two
‘sectons in 1820. Review the opinions of Northern Congressmen and Souther Congressmen on what
they think shouid be done. Then, Wit a compromise which you beliee best solves the pioblem. Your
‘compromise shouk be faif 10 both sides. 1 should give the North and South some, but not all,of what
ach wanis.

‘Afer wiing your Missouri Compromise, ead about the problems which faced Congress in 1850
and 1854, Then, wite your own version of the Compromise of 1850 and the Kansas-Nebraska Act.

Missouri Compromise (1820)

A. The Problem
Missouri has asked Congress to become a state. The people of Missour have decided that

Slavery wil be permited there. Many saveowners alrcady v in Missouri Norther Congressmen

speak out againt allowng he friory o enterthe Union as a slave state. Abou this same tme, B

Maine asks Congress f t can become a free state.

5. Opinions of Northern Congressmen

(1) “Congress should admit Missouri o the
Union, but only as a free state”

(2) “Lowsiana has already become a siave state.
Nomore slave sates shotid be made flom
the Lousiana Terrony.”

(3) “Maine must be admited as a fres state”

. Opinions of Southern Congressmen

(1) “Congress should admit Missour 1o the Urion
5 2 lave state, because thi s wh the
‘majorty of people in Missour want.”

(2) i Notthemers ae allowsd to sete i the
Lousiana Teriory, then Souther saveouners
‘mustbe alowed o setle there, 100~

D. Your Compromise:

11 frea states

11 slave states

Compromise of 1850
A The Problem
As a esult o winning he Mexican War, the Urited States has acquited a huge terriory known
a5 the Mexican Gession. A decision must be made 26 1o whether siavery willbe alowed or not
‘allowed n these new lands. Calfornia, a pat of e Mexican Cession, has ust asked to be admitted =
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Compromise of 1850

A The Problem
As a esult of winning the Mexican War, the United States has acquired a huge terrtory known
as the Mexican Cession. A decision must be made as to whether slavery will be allowed or not
allowed in these new lands. California, a part of the Mexican Cession, has just asked to be admitted
to the Union as a free state.

territory closed
to slavery

Mexican
Cession

territory open
1o slavery

B. Opinions of Northern Congressmen

(1) “Slavery should not be allowed anywhere in the Mexican Gession.”

(2) “The sale of slaves in the District of Columbia, where the nation’s capital is located, ought to be
against the law.”

(3) “California should be admitted as a free state.”

C. Opinions of Southern Congressmen

(1) “The growing of cotton over the years has worn out the soilin many parts of the South
Therefore, it s necessary that cotton growers and their slaves be allowed to move into the new
lands of the Mexican Cession. Cotton production is of great importance to our economy and
way of ffe in the South.”

(2) “There are presently 15 slave states and 15 free states, meaning that the North and South each
have 30 members in the Senate. Califoria must not be allowed into the Union as a free state
because it would give Northerers an advantage of 32 to 30 in the Senate. There are already
more Northemers in the House of Representatives.”

(3) “Something must be done to punish Northemers helping siaves escape from the South along
the Underground Railroad. A stronger Fugitive Slave Law is needed.”

D. Your Compromise
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Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)

A. The Problem
Senator Stephen A. Douglas of llinois has suggested that persons living in the part of
the Louisiana Territory closed to slavery by the Missouri Compromise be allowed to decide for
themselves whether they want slavery. This idea of letting people make their own decision is called
“popular sovereignty.”

15 free states

territory

California
(a free state)

New Mexico
Territory

slavery in these territories
to be determined by popular
sovereignty

B. Opinions of Northern Congressmen
(1) “It was agreed thirty years ago in the Missouri Compromise that the northern part of the
Louisiana Territory would remain closed to slavery. This agreement should not be changed.”
C. Opinions of Southern Congressmen
(1) “In the Compromise of 1850, California became a free state, giving Northemers an advantage
in the Senate. To make up for this, territory closed to slavery should now be opened to slavery.”
(2) "Slaves are property, and can be taken anywhere by their masters.”

D. Your Compromise





